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Peace talks end with total agreement 
20 January 2016 

 

The closing ceremony of the Union Peace Conference held at Nay Pyi Taw on January 16  

(Photo-Aung Zaw Tun/EMG) 

The first five-day Union Peace Conference ended successfully on January 16 with unanimous 
support for several non-controversial proposals. 

Representatives from the government, Parliament, army, ethnic armed groups and political 
parties discussed politics, economics, social, security, land and environmental issues. 

Vice chairmen of the conference, minister Aung Min, Pado Saw Kwe Htoo Win, representing the 
armed groups, and Tu Wai for the political parties handed concluding documents to Vice 
President Dr Sai Mauk Khan. 

The vice president told the closing ceremony there would be fruitful agreements under the new 
government. 

He urged the attendees to share their discussions with the people. 

Secretarial member Hla Maung Shwe from the Union Peace Dialogue Joint Committee 
proposed that a union-level agreement should be signed within three to five years. Everyone 
agreed with the proposal. 

Another secretarial member, Major General Myint Nwe, deputy minister for defence, called for 
another conference in the future, which again met with unanimous approval. 
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Member Dr Salai Lian Mone, representing the armed groups, said at least 30 per cent of 
representatives at the political dialogue were due to be female but the actual number was below 
10 per cent at the conference. He submitted a proposal to urge all groups to increase female 
representation, which again was agreed unanimously. 

Member Khet Htein Nan proposed that those working for peace should be honoured, which 
again was approved by everyone. 

A total of 750 delegates attended with 75 representatives from the government and Parliament, 
150 delegates from the army, armed groups which signed the ceasefire and political parties, 
and 100 from various NGOs. 
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