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Ethnic groups expect Suu Kyi to secure peace 
 

 

The signing ceremony of the nationwide ceasefire agreement on October 15. 

The government and political parties say peace talks will be held under the current government 
in order not to violate the nationwide ceasefire agreement’s timeframe. 

However, the talks to make decisions about democratisation and the establishment of a 
federation would be held under the next government. 

The ceasefire, signed between the government and eight ethnic groups on October 15, says the 
first set of political talks must be held within 60 days and the second within 90. 

Aung Min, representing the government, urged political parties to select 16 representatives to 
form the Union Political Dialogue Joint Committee, which he said was essential for the political 
talks. 

Aung Naing Oo from the Myanmar Peace Centre said it would be challenging to complete the 
first set of talks by December 15. 

Aung Naing Oo said: “The new government might approach the ceasefire and political talks in a 
different way. We will definitely hold political talks. We won’t make any decisions at the start of 
the process. We will follow the timeframe set down by the ceasefire. I think the next government 
will be able to hold more talks in May or June.” 
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National League for Democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi has said that internal peace would be 
a priority for the next government. 

Suu Kyi said during her campaigning visit to Shadaw: “Internal peace is one of our priorities. It is 
very important. People will be rich only when the country is in peace. That is why we set it as 
the first priority. 

“We have to change the Constitution to provide rights for ethnic groups. The basic factors for 
eternal peace are the position of ethnic minorities and public satisfaction. We will make decision 
on how to build for security, satisfaction and friendship by holding a summit.” 

On November 10, the eight groups which signed the ceasefire announced that they believed the 
new government would continue every step of the peace process and urged other ethnic groups 
to unite behind the common vision to build a democratic and federal union through talks. 

On November 12, the United Nationalities Federation Council urged the NLD to terminate the 
civil war, push for national reconciliation, amend the 2008 Constitution and build a federal union 
with equality and empowerment as the main priorities.  
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